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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF RENEWAL OF DIACONATE
As we approach the 45th birthday of the Uniting Church in Australia why are we just
celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Diaconate?
All three of our founding churches had various forms of formal Diaconal Ministry
usually known as Deaconesses. These were mostly women who felt a strong call to
ministry but whose churches would not ordain them simply because they were women.
Over time men who felt called to a ministry to ‘those on the edges of both the church and
society’ were commissioned as ‘Deaconesses’. Two of these men are now ordained
Deacons.
At the time of union, agreement had not been reached on how this ministry would be
recognised in the new church. One of the major stalling points was the celebration of the
sacraments. It took a number of Assemblies before the proposal as we know it today was accepted. Deaconesses in the
Uniting Church gathered together in Melbourne (appropriately, as this was where Roland House the Presbyterian
Deaconess training college had been) for a week’s intensive in-service training and were ordained together in a great
service of celebration.
So it is that the 30th anniversary of the renewal of the Diaconate is 15 years behind the formation of the UCA. Read
this extract from the recent Assembly Day two Highlights:
“In the evening session Assembly members acknowledged with joy and expressed deep gratitude for the ministry of
the diaconate within the Uniting Church in Australia, noting the 30th anniversary of the renewal of this ministry. The
proposal emphasised the need for theological colleges to provide specific courses and training for deacons in the Uniting
Church within the varied contexts in which they work. After the decision, the President invited Deacons who were present
to stand and the whole Assembly prayed over them. There was an encouragement to take the time to listen to a Deacon
and share their good news stories.”
To watch a video celebrating UCA Deacons at assembly go to https://vimeo.com/698059085 or Day two of the recent
Assembly highlights - you will see at least a couple of people you know!
Also available on Vimeo here at this link
I hope you enjoy finding out some more about Diaconal ministry.
Meg, (Rev Deacon) Minister in Association, MRP Ministry Team

PARTNERSHIP SERVICE JUNE 5th
Our next Partnership service will be held on 5th June (Pentecost) at 9.30 am at the Woodend Uniting Church, 37 Forest
St, Woodend. You are encouraged to wear something with the colour of flames as we celebrate Pentecost.
If you would also like to bring a small plate of eats to share at Morning Tea, tea and coffee will be available after the
service.
After Morning Tea there will be a discussion about how Worship can be sustained in the long term for the Partnership and
decisions made about options on what the Partnership can and can’t offer for Worship. This will follow on from discussions
held at CoCo the previous day, and input from as many people as possible will frame the decisions made at this forum.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at this service and at the Worship planning session afterwards.
We are also looking forward to a great time of colourful joyful celebration
and a sumptuous morning tea!

LECTIONARY Readings Year C
After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the
Holy Trinity. It seeks to relate its faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with Trinity Sunday and
concludes with the feast of Christ the King.
Date

Day/Season

5 Jun

Day of Pentecost R

Acts 2:1-21 or
Genesis 11:1-9

104:24-34,
35b

Romans 8:14-17 or
Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-17 (25-27)

12 Jun

Trinity Sunday

W

Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31

8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

19 Jun

Pentecost 2 (12)

G

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7),
8-15a

42 & 43

Galations 3:23-29

Luke 8:26-39

22 Jun

UCA Anniversary R

Deuteronomy 30:1-10

100

1 Cor 3:10-17

John 15:1-8

26 Jun

Pentecost 3 (13)

G

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14

77:1-2, 11-20 Galations 5:1, 13-25

Luke 9:51-62

3 July

Pentecost 4 (14)

G

2 Kings 5:1-14

30

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

W – White

G – Green

Colour

Colours: P – Purple

1st Reading

Psalm

2nd Reading

Galations 6:(1-6), 7-16
R – Red

Gospel

B – Black

REPORT FROM COCO
(CoCo have not met in May – however here is the report from April (meeting on 2/4/22) that was missing from last PiP)
Planning for the MRP – Rose Broadstock – vision & Mission, Exploring new models of church, strong relationships
with community, new models of worship and mission, a range of worship times.
1/
Enhance links with community. – Intentional conversations with Neighbourhood Houses – How can we work
more together?
Special events, creative noticeboards.
2/
Partnership: Improving partnership sustainability – Review use of resources, including building, manses
and programs. Financials gathered.
Explore sources of funding, including costs of a 2nd minister. What role?
Build relationships, social days together.
3/
Enhance communications – including IT. Link churches with technology – online activities (eg book-club)
and worship
Upgrade website.
Include online chat and IT use training.
4/
Worship: expectations and opportunities. – All congregations agree to meet at the same time for possibility
of shared online worship. Could include various alternatives, eg a pre-recorded reflection or conversation, downloadable
order of service, experimentation with different worships. Offer different kinds of worship in non-church location eg.
Tylden, Kyneton.
The possible plan from here;
Ministry team organises a meeting with congregations to discuss the proposals.
Consider one church council rather than lots of meetings (safety, insurance, staffing, Church Council roles). Finance
and property stay with congregations.
Review all initiatives in August 2022.
Meg hopefully to be a Minister in Association (MIA)
Remember that the ministry team needs to know Pastoral care needs in congregations.
We need to be conscious of Annette’s time – please don’t contact Friday unless urgent.
Continued on page 5
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Highlights from Sacrededge
There were some familiar Macedon Ranges Partnership faces at the Sacrededge Festival in
Queenscliff a few weeks ago. Here are some photos and reflections from the weekend.
For more highlights see: https://www.facebook.com/sacrededgefestival/
My first Sacrededge Festival:
* I delighted in the wonderful mix of humanity: of age, of faiths and their
expressions, of cultures, of gender, of music, and even foods.
* The simple flow of worship yet
fine-tuned, skillful, and beautiful
* The beautiful little installations
and table decorations of blessings
and spirals, of wisdom and shells and of our seaside environment.
* The heartfelt stories of trauma and grief so beautifully and generously
shared that pulled at our heartstrings too.
* The invitation by a First Nation’s leader that as later inhabitants of this land
now called Australia, we too could call this our
land as well. Never in over 40 years working with First
Nations people, have I heard this said. It was a highly
significant and emotional moment for me.
* And finally, the possibility of participating fully or
withdrawing to reflect, to ponder, to respond in our own
spaces in a quiet room, the cliff-top or walking along the
sand as the waves rolled in gently as the sun set; was
welcomed and needed.
Hopefully it won’t be my last Sacrededge experience.
Meg.

… a sacred space to listen to
people from the edges… their
stories, their music, their poetry…

Minister led worships in June are noted in
the Calendar. These Sundays Holy
Communion will be taken by one of the
ministry team. Other Sunday services
across the partnership are led by local
lay worship leaders as arranged by each
church. There may be last minute
changes to who is taking the minister led
services this month.
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Photos clockwise from
top left: Robyn, Paul,
Bev, Meg, Annette,
Lyn, Jenny & Pip; Sea
glass spiral that all
were invited to
contribute to; Wool &
craft scraps for
creative moments; the
trans and gender
diverse families panel
with Ro Allen; ‘sharing
stories around the fire
pit; Scott Darlow stories
and song

Worship across the partnership: Weekly Sunday service times:
• Tylden is at 9.30am
• Gisborne is at 9:30am
• Romsey is at 9.30am
• Kyneton is at 9.30am on 1st & 3rd Sundays
• Northern Churches at 10am, preceded by
morning tea at 9.30am
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More Sacrededge Highlights
This year was my first experience of the Sacred Edge Festival, and I don’t think it will be my last.
So many new experiences for me but my top ‘take away’ moments were:
- After a Climate Panel with two scientists, together with Scott Darlow (First Nations) and a Queenscliff Climate
Action group member, the Question that I walked away with was - When every small thing we can change will contribute
towards reducing climate change, why are we, in the Macedon Ranges, having worship in eight reasonably big church
buildings each Sunday with, on average 12 - 20 people in each building? Food for thought and change!!
- Scott Darlow (First Nations) telling us that that this was our country too. Most of our families came to Australia
from other countries many years ago, countries that we possibly do not know, and may never have been to, and that
therefore Australia is our home too. It is our Mother Earth, and it is only by knowing that this is our country, that we will
look after it as we would look after our own mothers! Permission from a First Nations person for us to live on this land and
call it our home was such a
powerful statement! But
also with that, the obligation
to look after our Mother
Earth as we would our own
mother.
- Worship on
Sunday morning brought
tears for me, with its
combination of music and
storytelling in such a
beautiful way. And yes,
another Question - Why
aren’t we releasing our
Ministry Team from leading
regular Sunday worship
each week, to give them the
space to lead the
Partnership in creative
worship once a month, with
gatherings in each
congregation during the
week around a meal with a
short worship element?
More food for thought.
An amazing weekend!
Lyn

Poem by Annette
PiP #77 JUNE 2022
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(continued from page 2)

Communication at Tylden – trialling an IT Audio Visual setup – some fine tuning, but working ok.
Woodend Project is rolling along. A lot of work going into engineers reports to continue restoration works. More
funding being sought.
Riddles Creek Project – Opened on Saturday with other Riddles Creek organisations. Visit with Neighbourhood House
was productive. Possible joint activities. Starting with the gardens use.
Tylden Woodend OpShop – Constitution update being considered. Trying to get streamlined structure.
ESM’s – Churches are working through getting their Essential Safety Measures done. An expensive onerous task on
each congregation.
Reports
Tylden – IT working ok. Large tree removed from manse.
Romsey – Pirates of Penzance on 15th May
Kyneton – More users of hall, ESM minor issues to correct.
Gisborne – Baptism, Lot of Warragul visitors coming soon. Reconciliation gathering with speaker from Perth.
Worship around the Partnership

In Kyneton we used
‘confetti’ in our reading of
Psalm 148 – and then in
our prayers of praise we
were not sitting quietly in
our seats, but actively
throwing our prayers and
our praise into the air!

At Romsey the other Sunday we read the short passage from John 14:27
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”
“How Would You Define Peace? Where Do You Find Peace?”
Here are some of our answers to these questions:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

In a restful natural environment
A feeling of inner calmness
Peace is under a clear sunny day
When all those I know and pray for are well
Sanctuary; Trees
Alone with God and his world
Being held in the presence of God
Sitting quietly in nature, alone, or in the
presence of God’s people
Free of worries
Absence of turmoil, discord or pressure
A state of mind, relaxation, feeling free from
worry
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Quietness solitude silence tranquility
Absence of stress, knowledge of God
When stress free & there is love & freedom
in all countries of the world
Quiet, comfortable within yourself
Peace, Love and Joy
During prayer and meditation
At one with one’s self & ones God

…two that were told to me after:
'sitting by my fire ‘
'sitting in my house’
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

June

2

9.30-1.30 White Goose
open Riddells Creek

Friday
3

Saturday
4

10am Prayers at
Gisborne

RB- Rev Rose Broadstock; AB- Past. Annette Buckley;
ME- Rev Deac Meg Evans; DW- Rev D’Arcy Wood

5

Pentecost
9.30am Partnership
Service Woodend

12

9.30am Gisborne RB

19

9.30am Kyneton RB
2pm Savoy Singers
3pm Karen Eller’s
Ordination Melton UC
UC Anniversary
26

9.30am Romsey RB
10am Sutton Grange
ME
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6

7

2.30pm Faith Community

13

2.30pm Faith Community

20

8

9

9.30-1.30 White Goose
open Riddells Creek

14

10am Muffin ‘n’ More
Gisborne

21

2.30pm Faith Community

15

11

10am Prayers at
Gisborne
6.30pm Fish & Chips
Worship at Kyneton
16

9.30-1.30 White Goose
open Riddells Creek

22

10

17

10am Prayers at
Gisborne

23

10am Ministers Munch
Redesdale ME
9.30-1.30 White Goose
open Riddells Creek

24

18

*PIP items due
tomorrow please
25

10am Prayers at
Gisborne
6.30pm Fish & Chips
Worship at Kyneton
6.45pm Scattered People

27

2.30pm Faith Community
3.30pm RM Begg (DW?)

28

10am Gisborne
Contemporary
Worship RB

29

30

9.30-1.30 White Goose
open Riddells Creek
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The Savoy Singers will perform a
concert at the Gisborne Uniting
Church on Sunday June 19 at
2pm. The Singers have been
providing entertainment to a huge
variety of community and
fundraising groups for more than
45 years. Its origins stem from
Melbourne’s Savoy Opera
Company and most of the current
members have performed in
principal roles with Savoy Opera
and other leading musical theatre
companies. The group has an
extensive repertoire of musical
Theatre ranging from Gilbert and
Sullivan, Cole Porter, Rodgers
and Hammerstein, Bert
Bacharach and many others.
The Singers last performed at the
Uniting Church in 2018, and
James Johnson, spokesperson for
the Savoy Singers said “the
reception and response from the
audience was wonderful and we
look forward to performing once
again for the people of Gisborne”.
Tickets are $25 adult, $20
concession/student, which may be
bought at the door or from Maree
on 5428 3852. Afternoon tea will
follow the concert. Social
distancing and fully vaccinated
rules will apply.
Booking is essential via trybooking or through this link:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/905418
Tickets are free however a donation at the door is requested
PiP #77 JUNE 2022
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Contacts Other Groups
SUTTON GRANGE
MIA MIA
BARFOLD
METCALFE

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith
Elders - North
Dot Smith
Marge Townrow

Elders- Kyneton
Pip Elston, Jenny Elston, Helen Aldridge
Andrea Strack, Brian Lauder

KYNETON

Church Council
Roy Gibbs, Helen Carey

Congregation Secretary Jenny Elston
Congregation Chairperson Roy Gibbs

Church Council/Elders
Noel Shaw
Jay Brooks
Jeni Clampit
Jenny Elliott

UCAF
Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit
Treasurer - Carol Toy

ROMSEY

Carol Toy

TYLDEN

Elders
Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans
Max Hinneberg

WOODEND

Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein

RIDDELLS CREEK

GISBORNE

Worship Team Co-Ord
Janet Cole

Craft Group - Lynette Bucknall
Prayer Ministry/F & C - Glennis Speed
Pastoral Care/F & C - Bev Gilbertson
Social Justice Nola Anderson
Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson

Chair - Colin Chapman
Deputy Chair – Lyn Ward
(Co-ordinating Council) Secretary Minute Secretary – Keith Hallett
Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson
COCO -

UCAF - Maree Clarke
Craft Group - Linda Moorhouse
Friends Pizza Night - Ron Hebbard
CoCo Rep - Colin Chapman, Paul Gilbertson
Woodend Property Management Group: Colin, Paul,
Lyn (Jan, Shirley, Jan, Bronwyn – Tylden)

*please contact Robyn if any of these details need updating. Thanks – ed.

The White Goose Needs Some Assistance
The White Goose is running along quite smoothly
every Wednesday now that we’ve sorted out the roster
with several members off to warmer climes!
We’ve had a number of requests from community
members to open on a Saturday morning.
Are there people out there that would like to Open up
the White Goose and act as hosts on a Saturday? This
would enable those who work during the week or would
just like enjoy a quiet restful space on a Saturday morning
to come along and enjoy what the White Goose has to
offer?
If you’d like to join the White Goose team in this way
please contact Lyn, Meg or one of the Ministry Team.
And if you can’t volunteer; call in one Wednesday (or
hopefully a Saturday soon) just to say hello and enjoy the
space with us.
PiP #77 JUNE 2022

Ordination and Induction
Karen Eller has invited us all to join
her for her Ordination on Sunday
June 19th at Melton UC at 3pm.
Her induction is to follow on Friday
July 8th at Port Arlington UC at
7pm. All are welcome
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Article provided by Jeni Clampit – written by Visier Sanyü reprinted with permission in 2008 in the Romsey Rag, initially from the Victorian
Council of Churches newsletter in April or May 2008

ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEST OF AUSTRALIA
Last week I went to Lancefield to speak at a World Day of Prayer Service at the Anglican Church. There were people
there from all the churches in Lancefield and Romsey, a welcoming group of men and women coming together in this
service that connects church people in rural areas and cities within Australia, and Christians around the world especially in
2008 with the women of Guyana. I was almost overwhelmed by the warm welcome, the great conversations after the
service and the sharing of personal stories - which after the service was accompanied by a good lunch and cup of tea.
Not wanting to quickly leave this most hospitable area, I drove around the countryside and eventually stopped in Romsey,
wandering into the town pub on this hot day. As a newcomer into the pub, I felt somewhat intimidated by the groups of
men standing around, many of them with their Akubras still on. But one group invited me to join them, and after the
introductions were over a man suddenly yelled, "Get this bloke a beer - it's my shout". I ordered a snack to go with the
drink and sat down to talk.
The chap next to me, asked many questions, so I told him that I come from a country
call Nagaland which is at the tri junction of Tibet, Burma and India. His face lit up
and he said "I have never been overseas but one place I would really like to go is
Tibet". We talked about Buddhism, India, Nepal, Tibet, Himalayas and everyone in the
pub joined in the conversation.
I then had a chance to ask about something I noticed on my drive to Lancefield; the
road signs advertising "fresh potatoes for sale". I had stopped to buy some but there
was nobody except some bags of potatoes and another sign saying "drop money in
the box". To my surprise I found out that the system works well as the chaps in the
pub told me that no one has ever walked away with the potatoes without putting the
money in the box.
I also saw signs saying "cow dung $2" but when I stopped to buy, it was all gone. So,
after my drink I told the guys in the pub that I was looking for some cow dung for my garden. A man in the corner shouted,
"So you are looking for bull shit - we got plenty here!" Everyone laughed but one man said 'horse poo is better and there
is plenty in the nearby farm'. When I asked how to get to the farm everyone present in the pub joined in to give ideas
and help, and it quickly turned into a community project. One offered his trailer which I had to decline as I had to drive
about a hundred kilometers to return it, another offered bags and one phoned a nearby farm to enquire. When I asked
the direction to the farm, the gentleman next to me quickly said "I'll take you there; it's only a few kilometers from here".
So he jumped into my Ford Station wagon and we talked on our way to the farm. By this time we had become good
mates.
When we reached the farm there was a woman working in the sun, sweating heavily but she smiled and was not surprised to
see us. She showed us where the 'horse poo' was and told us to take as much as we could carry. I tried to pay but she
refused to accept money so we put four huge bags of horse poo into my station wagon and drove back to the town. As we
were leaving the farm my friend told the woman he was doing this to show that there are still some good people in
Australia. When he got out of my car I thanked him for all he had done and said `God bless you brother - we will meet
again.' I was surprised to see tears in his eyes when he said bye.
Something in the spirit of these folks deeply touched me. Throughout the whole day I had met with open, friendly, hospitable
people, all welcoming me into their various communities. As an immigrant I have noticed increasing intolerance of
foreigners in recent years but this KARMA (as my friend put it) was like a fresh rain on hot summer's day. I shall never
forget this encounter with the best of the best of the best of Australia.
Visier Sanyü
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Romsey Uniting Church Worship and activities in June 2022.
Sunday, June 5th Pentecost - Partnership Service at Woodend.
Wednesday 8th 1.30pm. Church Council meeting.
Sunday 12th 9.30am Worship Service led by Trevor Turnham.
Wednesday 15th 1.30pm. UCAF meeting
Sunday 19th 9.30am Worship Service led by Jenifer Clampit
Sunday 26th 9.30am Worship and Holy Communion Service conducted by a Minister.
We are still in the grip of the Covid Virus although it seems to be called Omicron now, and more people
are contracting this virus.
Some of the rules have been relaxed, and we don't have to wear masks all the time now, but is this OK?
Everyone is trying to do the right thing and it is still important to be careful and look after those people
who are more vulnerable.
The numbers are not going down and more people are in hospital and are still dying!!
Do not be Anxious - Scripture: Philippians 4: 6 & 7
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus".
From Jeni Clampit – written for the Romsey Rag in June

Presbytery of Port Phillip West has a website full of
resources and information: https://ucappw.org.au/
PiP #77 JUNE 2022
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Partnership in Print is a monthly
magazine produced by the Uniting
Church in Australia – Macedon
Ranges Partnership and is available
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December

Address label

Macedon Ranges Partnership is part of the Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia.
MINISTERS

Pastor Annette Buckley
Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539
annettebuckley@ucaromsey.com

OFFICE PHONE
(03) 5428 6920

Rev Rose Broadstock
Ph 0416 805 022
rbroadstock@icloud.com

OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek, 3431

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE
CONGREGATION DETAILS

www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au

CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd

TREASURER

PROPERTY

COCO REPS

Finance Committee

MIA MIA - Matheson Rd
BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS
macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com

Helen Aldridge
Pip Elston

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892)

miamiakynetonu
c@outlook.com

Helen Carey
(Treas)
Roy Gibbs
Jenny Elston

Marge Townrow
Dot Smith

Church Council
Executive

Pip Elston, Lyn Ward
(alt)

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St

(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434)
TYLDEN - Trentham Rd

(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden,
3444)

Noel Shaw

Jeni Clampit

Roger Baker

Max
Hinneberg

Janet Cole

Dawn Hinneberg

Bev
Gilbertson

Colin Chapman Paul Gilbertson

Noel Shaw, Jeni
Clampit,
Jay Brooks (alt)
Max Hinneberg

Bronwyn Hewitt, Janet
Cole, Dawn Hinneberg

Neil Moorhouse
Rob Dunstan

Colin Chapman, Keith
Hallett, Paul Gilbertson

WOODEND - 37 Forest St

(PO Box 34, Woodend, 3442)
GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St

Next Partnership in Print will be out at the end of May and I will be needing any articles, stories,
photos by Sunday 19th June 2022. Thank you to all those who contributed generously to this edition
Please write to me at zumstein@mmnet.com.au or you can pop something in the post or my
letterbox, or call – I’m happy to take notes over the phone too.
Robyn (contact details at bottom of Contact list under Z
)
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