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BLINKING IN THE LIGHT
At this moment in our lives, as we tentatively
begin taking the steps along the Roadmap set
out by our governments, the phrase
“emerging, blinking, into the light” paints a
picture of how we might be feeling. This
hibernation we’ve all endured for the last 18
months or so, might have been lovely if it had
been restful and calming. For some, there have
been elements of that, but many of us it’s been
difficult, and we are now impatient for things to
return to ‘normal.’ When we first went into lockdown last year, some commented on how
nice it was to not have to rush around, to be able to take things more slowly, to be able to
get around to some of those jobs that had been waiting for our attention.
As the time dragged on, however, especially as we lost control of “the curve” rather than
getting ahead of it or bending it to our collective will, we mostly just gritted our teeth and
trudged through. Of course there were moments of joy and excitement, but the long
passages of time when we couldn’t be with loved ones, or live in our usual rhythms,
dragged us down. The difficulty of doing things we had formerly taken for granted was
wearying, and we had to settle for what we could do rather than what we wanted to do.
You might think that a sense of
‘opening up’ would bring with it
nothing but positive emotions and a
sense of joy at being in each others’
company again, but stories from
overseas tell us that there is, instead,
a heightened sense of impatience,
anger, and even violence towards
people in customer service roles. It
seems some of us have forgotten how
to ‘be’ with each other, and we’re
struggling to find the basics of
treating each other with respect and
kindness.
As I’m writing this, the reading from this week’s lectionary is on my mind; a conversation
between Jesus and a scribe who asks him “Which commandment is the first of all?”. Jesus
answers, as he often does, with more than was bargained for (continued on page 3)
Much information about weekly happenings in the Partnership comes through emails from Annette or Karen. If you don’t
have access to email or are missing these, please inform us so we can get a copy to you in some other way.

LECTIONARY Readings Year B
After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the
Holy Trinity. It seeks to relate its faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with Trinity Sunday and
concludes with the feast of Christ the King.
Date

Day/Season

Colour

31 Oct

Pent 23 (31)

G

Ruth 1:1-18

146

Hebrews 9:11-14

Mark 12:28-34

1 Nov

All Saints Day

W

Isaiah 25:6-9

24

Revelation 21:1-6a

John 11:32-44

7 Nov

Pent 24 (32)

G

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17

127

Hebrews 9:24-28

Mark 12:38-44

14 Nov

Pent 25 (33)

G

1 Samuel 1:4-20

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Hebrews 10:11-14, (1518), 19-25

Mark 13:1-8

21 Nov

Christ the King/
Reign of Christ

W

2 Samuel 23:1-7

132:1-12, (13-18)

Revelation 1:4b-8

John 18:33-37

28 Nov

Advent 1

P

Jeremiah 33:14-16

25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Luke 21:25-36

5 Dec

Advent 2

P

Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 1:68-79

Philippians 1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6

Colours: P – Purple

1st Reading

W – White

Psalm

G – Green

2nd Reading

R – Red

Gospel

B – Black

COCO REPORT
CoCo met on 2nd October, once again by Zoom.
We shared any new things that were happening in our congregations, and were encouraged once again to keep
contact with each other by phone calls while we were still in lockdown. Gisborne are to have a plant sale, and Romsey
are starting to think about whether it was going to be possible to plan for the Follow the Star community activity.
Several people attended a Shire-wide meeting hosted by the Romsey Neighbourhood house and we need to be
aware of the opportunities that may open up for the use of our buildings in each community.
Karen Eller plans to hold a study during Advent of the book “The Church as Salt” by Rev Sally Douglas and each
church is to ask their congregations for their interest in purchasing some of the books. The preference is to hold the study
at maybe a couple of locations around the Partnership and possibly also by Zoom depending on the interest.
The progression of the audio-visual upgrade is underway and we are waiting for a versatile camera to arrive from
the USA before the next stage can get underway. Discussions have been held with the Bacchus Marsh team re editing
and the production of live broadcasts.
Once again a lengthy discussion was held on the progress of implementing the Essential Safety Measures for each
congregation. Most are in the process of obtaining an Occupancy Certificate or organising a Maintenance Schedule as
the first step.
The quotes for electrical work to be undertaken at Woodend have been submitted to Presbytery and work is
expected to start soon.
The repairs to Riddells Creek are almost complete and hopefully activities will be able to start there again soon.
We also talked about how we, as churches, were going to manage the issue of vaccination status as lockdown
restrictions are lifted, how this would be supervised, and the issues that are raised by the potential exclusion of people
when the church should be a welcoming space for everyone.
(continued on Page 7)
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(From page 1)

– two commandments, he says, are the most important. To paraphrase: The Lord is One,
and you shall love the Lord with everything you have is the first, and love your neighbour as
yourself is the second. They are words that many of us have read and heard many times,
and they are vital to how we live out our call to be people of God in this moment.
We know how we feel ourselves. There are many positive emotions, but there’s also a
sense of anxiety about how we are going to live together with all the different opinions
there are about mask-wearing and vaccinations., and more. How do we make decisions?
How do we keep ourselves and each other safe? When we go back to ‘normal’, we’ll find
some things are subtly different. Businesses we’ve frequented in the past will have closed,
loved ones will have lost jobs, children will be back at school but they might not be coping
as well as we’d hoped. Each and every person with whom we come into contact will
potentially be feeling this same mixture of emotions. We will need to constantly remind
ourselves that people are bearing burdens we can’t see and nursing grief we can’t know
about, and try to treat people with an extra dose of grace. Exactly the way we’d hope to
be treated ourselves when we find it’s all too much. It won’t necessarily be easy, but we
have the strength of the Spirit, the support of a community and the deep love, hope and
grace of God as our ultimate Roadmap.
When we’ve stopped blinking, and our eyes have adjusted, perhaps we’ll notice with a
sense of wonder where the new light is shining. It will be fascinating to see what emerges
and what is illuminated and illuminating for us in the days to come.
The ministry team
Annette Buckley and
Karen Eller
November 2021

With photos on front page by Annie Spratt
and Bruno van der Kraan on Unsplash

Dear Gift Shop Supporter,
I am writing to you as you have previously supported the Macedon Ranges Gift Shop
Community organisations Kyneton Baptist, Sunbury Cobaw Community Health and the
MRSC once more partner to support local families in need at Christmas, serving the needs
of families here in Macedon Ranges at Christmas time for 12 years.
As in 2020, due to the current Covid-19 landscape and the challenges it brings, it will
mean that the Gift Shop will not ‘open’ for business as usual in 2021.
We are seeking financial donations to enable us to run our unique gift card program.
This program enables us to support both our local families and our local businesses across the Macedon Ranges
Shire.
Families will receive Macedon Ranges Gift Shop gift cards, with a set amount for each child. They can then spend
them at participating local businesses. We hope to have as many businesses on board as possible, offering as many
products and services as possible. The cards will be distributed by Sunbury Cobaw Community Health at the end of
November, needing to be redeemed by the end of December.
We are mindful that this year may bring our highest number of families requiring assistance yet. We are also very
mindful that previous and current Gift Shop supporters may also find themselves in difficult times. We ask that you only
support to Gift Shop if you are able and to the extent that you are able. We realize that we are not the only organization
asking for the community’s help.
The amount of gift cards and the amount of assistance we can provide per child, will depend solely on the amount of
financial donations we are able to raise. We have a target of $15,000!
Donations can be made by direct deposit:
Acc Name: Macedon Ranges Gift Shop
BSB: 633000
Acc Number: 177 469 574
Donations can be made by direct deposit:
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Cheques can be mailed to:
Macedon Ranges Gift Shop
PO Box 327 KYNETON 3444
Cash donations can also be organized.

Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions on 0404 442 891
Georgina Harvey
Macedon Ranges Gift Shop Coordinator

Please donate by 12th November to help
facilitate gifts in time for Christmas!
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Sunday
31 October

10am Partnership
Service at Romsey

7

9am Tylden

14

9.30am Gisborne
2.30pm Peter
Barcham Lecture
Gisborne
21

9.30am Kyneton

28

9am Romsey
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Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

2.30pm Woodend Faith
Community

8

2.30pm Woodend Faith
Community

22

2.30pm Woodend Faith
Community
3.30pm RM Begg

29

2.30pm Woodend Faith
Community

5

10am Prayers at
Gisborne

9

10

11

2.30pm Woodend Faith
Community

15

Friday

Gift Shop donations
before tomorrow

16

17

18

10am Muffin’n’More
at Gisborne

23

10am Gisborne
Contemporary
Worship

6.30pm Delightful Diners
-Stay tuned for venue!

24

25

10am Ministers Munch
Redesdale

12

10am Prayers at
Gisborne
6.30pm Fish & Chips
Worship at Kyneton
(minister led)
19

10am Prayers at
Gisborne

26

Saturday
6

Coco Meeting

13

10am GSC
Chaplaincy
Fundraiser
Morning Tea
20

PIP items due
tomorrow!
27

10am Prayers at
Gisborne
6.30pm Fish & Chips
Worship at Kyneton

30

November 2021
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
Woodend Faith Community is meeting weekly on Mondays at 2.30pm. Contact one of the
ministry team to confirm current venue details if you wish to join. All are welcome. Further
information available through ministry team emails.
Prayer Meetings

Every week in the Gisborne Uniting Church on Fridays at 10am

Kyneton Fish & Chips Fortnightly worship service – BYO meal (it doesn’t have to be fish and
chips!) not for sharing due to ongoing COVID restrictions, held on the Friday after the 1st and 3rd
Sunday in the month – this month on 12th & 26th November at 6.30pm.
Gisborne Midweek Worship on Tuesday 23rd November at 10am in the Church
Redesdale Ministers Munch (and worship) at the Redesdale General Store 10am Wednesday
24th November – all welcome
Other Worship times
currently are:
•
•
•
•
•

November Sunday service times for churches across the partnership
Tylden is at 9am
Gisborne is at 9:30am
Romsey is at 9am
Kyneton is at 9.30am on 1st & 3rd Sundays
Northern Churches at 10am:

The Annual Peter Barcham Lecture has been moved to Sunday 14th November at 2.30 p.m.
Rev Dr Peter Blackwood will speak about ICONS, which are central to the spirituality of millions of
Eastern Christians. I have written more about icons in the October Partnership in Print and am
happy to answer questions.
D'Arcy Wood.
Please check your emails for details that are missing from this edition of PiP including ministerled worships across the Partnership.
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LOCK DOWN WHINGEING

How tired we all were with the lock down. During two cold winter years and months, we were ‘hard done by.’
We could take a lesson from a few well-known people. Anh Do is well known as ‘the happiest refugee’. And what about
Albert Facey who wrote that book? “A most fortunate life.” His early life certainly was not mostly “fortunate”, it was
terrible.
Well, I just read a story (October 13 ) entitled “Inspiring Holocaust survivor dies.”
Eddie Jaku was known as ‘the Happiest Man on Earth.’ The newspaper report by Laura Chung says. “Mr Jaku was a
beacon of light and hope for the world and would be remembered for his resilience and joy. The world is a little less bright
without him. We will always treasure the memories and stories we are privileged to have heard.”
Well, he ended up in Auschwitz and he told reporters he didn't
expect to live. He would say to himself, “If I could survive one
more day. an hour, a minute, then the pain would end and
tomorrow would come”.
All his family were murdered in the gas chambers. But a fellow
young German Jew, called Kurt, convinced him to keep on
living. Then a doctor dislodged a bullet from his leg after one
attempt to escape. He told Eddie ‘One hour of rest equals two
days of survival’.
Mr Jaku came to Australia in 1950 and shared his stories in
the Jewish Museum in Sydney. He said, “I speak of life - how
precious life is. I go there for me. To the groups to whom I
speak. It's my contribution. I feel that I have got to give back to
the Community or the Society. I have to show you what can
happen if you are ignorant. If you are led by a fanatic.”
“Now, I knew my family came first and I had to make a happy
family. I am a happy person, but my past is not a happy one.”
The Prime Minister gave tribute to Mr. Jaku. “Having survived
the Holocaust, Eddie chose to make his life a testament of how
hope and love can triumph over despair and hate. Thank you
for your great gift to us all.”
Josh Frydenberg commented as well on the importance of
hope and the dangers of intolerance. Eddie was able to look
past the horrors of the Holocaust and became a father,
grandfather, great-grandfather as well as a successful
Sydneysider.

Aillwee Cave
In the darkness in the deep
Secret space where shadows sleep
Nothing seeing nothing hears
Hidden through the countless years
Lonelysilent as a tomb
Here inside my earthen womb
In this sacred mystery space
With the eons work your grace
Living water drop by drop
Seeping down through granite rock
Timing perfect, patiently
Forming, moulding, sculpting me
Beauty yours alone to know
As I daily slowly grow
Never tiring of creation
Fashioned for your own elation
May I know within my bones
Ageless love which deftly hones
Patient through the thousandyears
I, the product of your tears

His book, published last year is entitled “The Happiest Man on
Earth.”
Wendy Hebbard

GSC Chaplaincy Fundraiser New Date:
Saturday 13th November at 10am
Morning tea at the House of the Rock
Tickets $25
Guest speaker Pastor Christie Buckingham
Contact Bronwyn Tacey 0417 028 605
(for more details see Aug or Sept PiP)
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A Buckley – written after a visit to Aillwee Cave in
Northern Ireland, ruminating on the beauty that lay
beneath the ground that only God knew about until
relatively recently
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(Coco report continued from Page 2)
CoCo members were asked by the Ministry Team to discuss with their congregations:





involvement in the Partnership service at the end of October
the possibility of joining together for some of the services for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Sunday
26th December
- the number of people interested in participating in the study during Advent of the book
“The Church as Salt”
how they will manage the vaccination status issue.

The next meeting of CoCo is planned for November 6th

Contacts Other Groups
SUTTON GRANGE
MIA MIA
BARFOLD
METCALFE

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith
Elders - North
Dot Smith
Marge Townrow

Elders- Kyneton
Pip Elston, Jenny Elston, Helen Aldridge
Andrea Strack, Brian Lauder

KYNETON

Church Council
Roy Gibbs, Helen Carey

Congregation Secretary Jenny Elston
Congregation Chairperson Roy Gibbs

Church Council/Elders
Noel Shaw
Jay Brooks
Jeni Clampit
Jenny Elliott

UCAF
Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit
Treasurer - Carol Toy

ROMSEY

Carol Toy

TYLDEN

Elders
Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans
Max Hinneberg

WOODEND

Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein

RIDDELLS CREEK

GISBORNE

Worship Team Co-Ord
Janet Cole

Craft Group - Lynette Bucknall
Prayer Ministry/F & C - Glennis Speed
Pastoral Care/F & C - Bev Gilbertson
Social Justice Nola Anderson
Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson

Chair - Colin Chapman
Secretary (Co-ordinating Council) Minute Secretary – Keith Hallett
Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson
COCO -

UCAF - Maree Clarke
Craft Group - Linda Moorhouse
Friends Pizza Night - Ron Hebbard
Finance Committee
Chair - Paul Gilbertson,
Lyn Ward, Colin Chapman & Bronwyn Hewitt

Where is God?
(Part 1)
I could not find him where the vestured priests intoned the ancient rituals of prayer;
My neighbour bowed the knee, but to me he was not there.
I could not find him where the bugles called and men cried "hallelujah" to the sky,
My neighbour sobbed his name - to her he came, but passed me by.
Yet on a busy day when spring winds blew my billowing linen to the bleaching sun,
That man who served with wood, so clearly stood, smiling "Well done".
Doris M. Holden
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Partnership in Print is a monthly
magazine produced by the Uniting
Church in Australia – Macedon
Ranges Partnership and is available
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December

Address label

Macedon Ranges Partnership is part of the Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia.
MINISTERS

Pastor Annette Buckley
Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539
annettebuckley@ucaromsey.com

OFFICE PHONE
(03) 5428 6920

Karen Eller
Ph 0407 519 759
karenleller@gmail.com

OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek, 3431

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE
CONGREGATION DETAILS

www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au

CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd

TREASURER

PROPERTY

COCO REPS

Finance Committee

MIA MIA - Matheson Rd
BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS
macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com

Helen Aldridge
Pip Elston

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892)

miamiakynetonu
c@outlook.com

Helen Carey
(Treas)
Roy Gibbs
Jenny Elston

Marge Townrow
Dot Smith

Church Council
Executive

Pip Elston, Susan
Campbell, Lyn Ward (alt)

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St

(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434)
TYLDEN - Trentham Rd

(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden,
3444)

Noel Shaw

Jeni Clampit

Roger Baker

Max
Hinneberg

Janet Cole

Dawn Hinneberg

Noel Shaw, Jeni
Clampit,
Jay Brooks (alt)
Bronwyn Hewitt, Janet
Cole Dawn Hinneberg

Max Hinneberg

WOODEND - 37 Forest St

George Roberts

(PO Box 34, Woodend, 3442)
GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St

Bev
Gilbertson

Colin Chapman Paul Gilbertson

Neil Moorhouse
Rob Dunstan

Colin Chapman, Keith
Hallett, Paul Gilbertson

Next Partnership in Print Please share something of yours or your congregations’ life or faith
journey, a thought, prayer, favourite scripture or reflections thereon. You can send an email to
zumstein@mmnet.com.au or hand something to one of the ministers for the next edition.
Please send all corrections/events/stories/photos/tidbits to me by Sunday 21st November
I am happy to receive emails or texts via phone or you can pop something in the post or my
letterbox.
Robyn (contact details at bottom of Contact list under Z
)
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