
 
  

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

 ON EAGLE’S WINGS 
... Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the 

Most High. Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you 

shall glorify me.”  Psalm 50:14, 15  

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 

deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions 

hunted for him.   Mark 1:35, 36  

Jesus often withdrew to a quiet place, a deserted place, sometimes a mountain... I go to the hills... often alone, time in the 

car to ponder, to listen, to pray.  

I have been walking in a new community these past two years – I remain myself but I join in conversations, go to the pub, 
connect with others that I normally wouldn’t associate with (and may well have avoided most of my self-sheltered life). I 
have put myself in a new place to share the gospel or to share love, kindness and compassion where or when I am 
needed, and to share new experiences. 

The paragliding community — a community I fly in but connect with on the ground, too — doing this new thing: learning, 
using my brain, watching others as a child watches, listening and absorbing but with the advantage of mature-life-
experience and a background in emergency nursing. There is a generosity of shared experiences and a concern for each 
other’s safety. Often faces are hard to recognize until they are combined with helmets, goggles and gliders.  Sometimes it 
is shared stories on the way up to launch that remind me that I’ve met this one or that one before on a hill. “See you on 
the next hill!” always follows at the end of the day, even though it might be 12 months before I see that one again.  

As an emergency nurse, I am constantly considering the mechanics of trauma and the potential for injury and harm. 
These thoughts flow into my paragliding. From early in our learning, we are taught to constantly evaluate the situation and 
conditions. Even before arriving on the hill, questions begin to fill my mind: “How’s the wind here? How it is out there? Or 

up there? Or down in the landing zone (LZ)? What is the skill level of others flying? Can I cope in these conditions? Am I 
fit to fly? Do I have everything?”  

I go with great care into what I do, risk management all the way. It starts with my drive to the hills, paying attention to the 
road and other road users. Often, this is the most dangerous part of my day away flying. Once on the hill, particularly if I’m 
walking up by myself, there is time to look around at the sky, 
the clouds, the birds and the sheep. I have reflected on the 
Shepherd who knows each sheep by name and who knows 
me deeply. In these moments prayer comes easily – often 
listening, not always talking.  

Photo above by Bruce Agnew with thanks; below – self-portrait in the air 
above Bright “look ma, no hands!” and take-off at Mt Broughton, Vic. 

 
 

After Communion at Sutton Grange on Sunday 4th 
February: morning tea was fabulous – the service was 
great in-person too – you should come next time!!  
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The lectionary is taken directly from the Uniting Church in Australia’s Assembly resourcing unit – a copy of this lectionary 
resource can be found here: https://uniting.church/lectionary-2023-2024/ 
 Colours: P – Purple  W – White G – Green R – Red  B – Black 

https://uniting.church/lectionary-2023-2024/
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 (from page 1) I’m not praying “God keep me safe!” Instead, I’m giving thanks for the great outdoors, for the scenery, the 

wind on my face, the joy to be on the hill again – to see the eagles soaring and know the thermals are working: 
thanksgiving for the wonder of nature!  

Often, I‘ve seen eagles on flying days — a good sign for paragliders. I need to remind myself they are not “a sign” from 

God that I’ll be safe, or have a good flying day. My safety comes in assessing and managing my risk, ensuring it all comes 
together for a safe flight. The eagles mark the thermals… a real sign of rising air, a chance to stay up a little longer. 

Last weekend was no different. I’ve learned to assess when the weather is appropriate for flying, to be on the hill and 
assess, to not just fly because others are... so I was on the hill – two eagles and a hawk soaring... yes, all was good for 
me to attempt to take off. I was prepared, my wing was checked and ready: I inflate my wing, the paraglider rises above 
me in a puff of air; I correct its heading and run a few steps, being lifted into the air as I do so. 

“That’s how you do it!” I thought to myself, a bit cocky perhaps?? But immediately I sensed something was different this 

time... something was wrong! My wing, normally easily controlled with a little lean in the direction I want to go – didn’t want 
to turn left! I was sinking faster than normal... heading closer to the hill rather than away from it... I was heading for a 
steep slope landing and I didn’t know how to slope land!! 

What goes through peoples’ heads in these moments — these moments of danger or life-threatening moments 
all around the world? Do people pray? Do people cry out to God or to someone else? In the movies people see 
their life flash before their eyes… How many people even get a chance for a thought other than the very next 
thing they need to do to survive? Does time slow down? It didn’t for me.  

How does God work in these moments? Have you ever faced a moment like this? Does God act around us or 
within us? Does God save us from peril or help us negotiate it? What about those who die doing this same thing? 
Or the hundreds who die every day in wars or plane crashes or ‘on our roads’? 

I didn’t think about any of this. It didn’t even enter my head that this might have been a ‘sticky’ moment— the hill 
on my right was rushing towards me! And suddenly… 

“Fly the plane! Avoid terrain!” Came the voice from training in my head, and leaning hard away from the hill, yanking 

around to the left — eventually! —  I cleared the immediate terrain, and somehow managed to turn, still flying, towards the 
landing zone. Having established a safe margin from the ground I checked the glider to try to figure it out – something 
wasn’t right!  

Still sinking rapidly, I watched the power-line slide closer beneath me whilst looking for alternative landing spots. I had 
enough height to look at the glider over my head again. Then I discovered it! A tiny knot in my lines close to the glider – an 
“aha” moment “ –that’s what’s wrong!” With good clearance from the ground, I had time to reach up to yank on the string 

with the knot …but with no effect.  

“All good, fly the plane! I can land it like this!” I realised, heading toward a space to land; over the trees; closer to the 

ground now...  

“Pop!!!”         (Continued on page 6) 

 

NEWS FROM THE WHITE GOOSE 
We’ve had a good start to 2024 with one ‘new’ 
visitor each Wednesday. We’re also opening the 2nd 
Sunday each month for those unable to come on 
Wednesdays (both days 9.30 am - 1pm). “The 
Goose” now has copies of 13 of Dymocks’ 101 
favourites from 2023 and another collection of 
previous books by 9 of the favourite authors.   
Come along for a look at our Library / Book 
Exchange, share a cuppa and/or a chat and delight in 
our large collection of books or spend some quiet 
time in the ‘prayer corner’. And don’t forget the 

Labyrinth, the Veggie Garden and the ‘Secret Garden’ 

Prayer (from VCC e-news) 
Jesus, cleanser of temples and souls, 
at this mid-point in the Lenten journey, 
look deep within our hearts and our lives, 
and clear away all that holds us back. 
May our minds, spirits and bodies 
be a Temple that is open to Your 
presence: 
and may our words and our actions 
be transparent to Your love and truth. 
May it be so. Amen.  
(Ann Siddall, Spirituality Centre SA) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

March 2024 

 1 2 

Easter Sunday 
 

 World Day of Prayer 
10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Lent 3 
9.30am Communion 
streamed from Romsey 

11am Woodend Faith 
Community 
12.30 Souper Lunch 
7.30pm P Barcham 
Lecture 

 9.30-1pm White Goose 
open Riddells Creek 
 

 
 

10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship Kyneton 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Lent 4 
9.30am Streamed from 
Northern Congregation  
9.30-1pm White Goose 

9am-3pm Car Boot 
Sale Tylden 
11am Faith Community 
12.30 Souper Lunch 
 

10am Muffin Morning 
Gisborne 
 

9.30-1pm White Goose 
open Riddells Creek 
 

Delightful Diners 10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 
7pm Simba Sessions  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Lent 5 
9.30am Streamed from 
Tylden 
 

11am Faith Community 
12.30 Souper Lunch 
 

10am Ministers Munch 
tbc 

9.30-1pm White Goose 
open Riddells Creek 
 

 10am Prayers at 
Gisborne  
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship Kyneton 
 

 
*PiP articles due 
tomorrow please 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
9.30am locally led 
worship, no streaming 
 

11am Faith Community 
12.30 Souper Lunch 
 

10am Worship at 
Gisborne 

9.30-1pm White Goose 
open Riddells Creek 
 

Maundy Thursday Good Friday 
 

Easter Saturday 
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Suddenly, the glider felt normal – blessed relief surged through me – the knot had cleared! For the last few seconds 

before landing, I knew I could land as I normally would!  

I landed, lifting my feet at the last second, wondering if my legs would hold me after such an adrenaline-fueled flight: 
normally, I aim to step out of the air “like a princess”.  

I dropped gently onto my foam harness seat and stood up immediately. A burst of emotion overtook me (as it does 
whenever I manage a ‘personal best’ – usually pretty glad no one can hear me sobbing!) – great joy, exhilaration, praise 

for God who has created me and my brain to make it work to follow my learning, to keep me safe, doing all the “right” 

things in crisis just as I’d been taught. Acknowledgement of this amazing body and brain I’ve been given – glory to God! 

Not thanks for keeping me safe, though that was perhaps a part, but awe and amazement and gratitude to One who has 

made me so complicated to manage this new skill and to bring me and my glider down safely.  

Don’t get me wrong. I’m no saint, no perfect Christian. I’m just a woman trying to live out God’s love in God’s creation, 

still trying to work out how to be a disciple of Jesus in my everyday life. But flying, being up there in the air, being 
immersed in creation: it blows me away. I find joy in so much of it and always end up giving my thanks to God for the love 
and the gifts I’ve been given.   

Yes, we are saved by Jesus but how do we choose to live our lives knowing this? I have been given a great gift 
from God in seeing the beauty and the complexity of life and for this I am grateful: How do you choose to live 
your life and how do you see God working in it?     

Have you not known? Have you not heard?     Robyn Zumstein Feb 2024 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint 

and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted, 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and not faint.    Isaiah 40:28-31 (NRSVue) 
 
  

 
14th Annual Peter Barcham Lecture:    7.30pm Monday 4th March at Gisborne Uniting 
 

“Christian but not Spiritual?” Christian Discipleship in an age of Spirituality 
 

It is common to hear people say, “I’m spiritual but not religious”. There are good and 

understandable reasons for this claim to be made. It reflects a discomfort with the 

general idea of religion and with all the flaws associated with particular religions. On 

the other hand, it indicates an attraction to the idea of spirituality – even in this secular 

age. But what exactly is “spirituality” and how does Christianity relate to it? And what 

exactly is “Christianity” and how might spirituality relate to it? This lecture will explore 

these questions and the challenges which the contemporary 

interest in spirituality puts to the disciples of Jesus.  

 

 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Geoff Thompson 
Assoc Prof. Pilgrim College, Univ. of Divinity 

 

(more information on flyer pg 5) 
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GISBORNE NEWS  
Tuesday 12th March - Muffin 
Morning 
We are to have a visit from Ambulance 
Victoria who are to show us how to use 
our newly acquired Defibrillator and to 
lead us through the steps of up-to-date 
CPR.  Something for all ages and an 
invitation is extended to community and 
Partnership to join with us at Gisborne 
from 10 am – 12pm on 12th March. 
 

TYLDEN NEWS 
Monday 11th March - Labour Day 
holiday  
Car Boot Sale 9am - 3pm at the Tylden 
Uniting Church, 18 Trentham - Kyneton 
Road, Tylden. 
Sites $20 each. Come for a great day out. 
 

Thursday 14th March - Double Eight 
Chinese Restaurant, High Street, 
Woodend at 6pm 
 
No BBQ Breakfast in March 

LENTEN STUDIES 
Lent began on Wednesday 14th February. 
We are studying The Last Week by 
Marcus J Borg and John Dominic Crossan 
on Mondays 11am at Woodend. Please 
contact Annette if you are interested in 
joining this study. There have been many 
vibrant discussions so far! 

 

SIMBA SESSIONS 
Simba Sessions has a great line-up for 
Kyneton Uniting in March! You are 
warmly invited to join at 7pm on Friday 
March 15th at 56 Ebden St, Kyneton. $20 
entry.  Future dates for the Simba 
Sessions are April 19th and May 17th and 
June 21st – get them in your diary now. 
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Photos from Tylden- at Christmas time 

 
 
 

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION MOUNT MACEDON UNITING CHURCH 
 
An invitation is extended to a special service to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the re-opening of the 

Mount Macedon Uniting Church after the Ash Wednesday bushfires. It is being held on Sunday afternoon 
7th April at 2.30pm. We particularly reach out to those individuals and congregations who contributed in any 
way, through the planning, building, donations of furnishing and/or money. 

Forty years ago, over 500 people attended the celebration of the re-opening. We gratefully remember the 
massive efforts of so many who made it happen in just 14 months.  

 
Rev Dr D’Arcy Wood will officiate and the 

Moderator-elect of the Uniting Church in 
Victoria/Tasmania, Rev Salesi Faupula, will 
preach.  

 
Afternoon tea will follow the service. Please 

RSVP to nettel@iinet.net.au or 0488 001 336 to 
assist with catering.   

 
Neil Tweddle 
Congregation chairperson 

 

mailto:nettel@iinet.net.au
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COCO REPORT 
CoCo met at Tylden on 3rd Feb with a full attendance from all CoCo reps. 

The first item to be discussed was the issue as to whether the 5th Sunday in March should be a Partnership 
service as usual, given that it is also Easter Sunday.  One of the church councils had yet to meet to discuss 
this, so a decision will be made after that. 

The attendance at Christmas services around the Partnership was shared, with the view that the community 
led services had a lower attendance than usual - is this a sign of the times?  On the other hand Tylden had 
about 50 people at their Christmas Eve service, and the joint carol service with the Baptist Church in Kyneton 
was enjoyed by about 120 people. 

The potential lease of the Woodend Manse was approved with a Form to be submitted to Presbytery / 
Synod.  Our liability for Land Tax at Woodend is still unclear, and a follow-up with Synod will be made. 

The upgrade of the Partnership web page is underway, and our Facebook page is in need of photos of 
activities around the Partnership.  Please make sure if any people are included in the photos that you have 
their permission to display these on Facebook. 

The Ministry team reported that a new Worship Plan for the first quarter has been sent to Church Councils.  
This should free Annette to explore some community connections around the Partnership and also to 
develop connections on social media.  When she is not leading worship she will still be in attendance at one 
of the Partnership churches on most Sundays.   

Paul Banks will conclude his time with the whole Partnership on 8th March, but hopes to be able to provide 
Short Term Supply in a missional role for Kyneton for the rest of March and most of April. 

The Kyneton Op Shop has moved to the Kyneton Church Hall, and will have a grand opening on 13th Feb at 
4.30 - all welcome.  Other activities around the Partnership were also noted - details will be elsewhere in PIP. 

It was suggested that churches could be opened up in times of crisis - e.g. Prayers for Peace seems to 
connect with the community. 

Annette will be taking Leave for April, then 1 weeks Study Leave for the first week of May - this includes 
attendance at Sacred Edge in Queenscliff.  

Everyone enjoyed the sumptuous morning tea provided by Tylden. 

Our next meeting will be the AGM at Romsey on 6th April. 

 

Palm Sunday – Walk for Refugees and Peace – 24th March 
Parliament Gardens (Spring St/Albert St) gathering from 10am. The program will commence 
 at 10.30am with an interfaith segment and prayers for peace, followed by speeches/  
presentations and the Palm Sunday 'Walk for Refugees' concluding by 12 noon. 
The organisers are mindful that Sunday morning is a time for many church services. Churches might consider the possibility of 
sending representatives to the Walk for Refugees. Consider having an A4 'place-card' on a seat/pew in the church, to let people 
know who is not at church because they are at the Palm Sunday Walk for Justice and Peace. For more information and a 
suggestion see here. 
Smaller churches may consider making this the focus for Palm Sunday and attend the rally together in lieu of a church service.  
Churches may also consider including specific prayers in the worship service for justice and peace (prayer suggestions will be 
made available to churches to incorporate into their services).  

https://vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=ab5f3426c5&e=54ebd7102c
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Contacts Other Groups 

SUTTON GRANGE 

MIA MIA 

BARFOLD 

METCALFE 

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith 

Elders - North 

Dot Smith 

Marge Townrow 

Elders-  Kyneton 

Helen Aldridge, Pip Elston, Jenny Elston,  

Brian Lauder, Andrea Strack 

 

KYNETON 

Church Council Chair – Pip Elston Sec – Helen 

Aldridge,  

Helen Carey and elders (as above) 

Congregation Chairperson Roy Gibbs 

Congregation Secretary Helen Aldridge 

ROMSEY 

Church Council/Elders 

Noel Shaw          Jay Brooks 

Jeni Clampit       Jenny Elliott        Carol Toy 

UCAF 

Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit 

Treasurer - Carol Toy 

TYLDEN 

Elders 

Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans 

Max Hinneberg 

Worship Team Co-Ord 

Janet Cole, Shirley Bowen 

Op-Shop Contact: Fiona Armour 

WOODEND Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein Poperty Committee 

RIDDELLS CREEK White Goose - Meg Evans  

GISBORNE 

Prayer Ministry – D’Arcy Wood 

Pastoral Care - Bev Gilbertson 

Social Justice – Nola Anderson 

Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson 

Fellowship & Community 

– Kerrie Birch 

– Wendy Hallinan 

-  Helen Hallett 

COCO -  

(Co-ordinating Council) 

Chair - Colin Chapman 

Secretary - Keith Hallett 

Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson 

Finance Committee 

Chair - Paul Gilbertson,  

Lyn Ward, Colin Chapman 
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Partnership in Print is a monthly 

magazine produced by the Uniting 

Church in Australia – Macedon 

Ranges Partnership and is available 

on the last Sunday of each month, 

except December 

 
 

 

 

MINISTERS: 

Pastor Annette Buckley 

Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539 

annettebmrp@icloud.com 

 

 

 

Mr Paul Banks 

Ph 0450 436 285 

uca.kyneton@gmail.com 

OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS 

Wurundjeri Country 

3 Sutherland Rd  

Riddells Creek 3431 

OFFICE PHONE 

(03) 5428 6920 

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS 

macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com 

 

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE    www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au 

CONGREGATION DETAILS CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY TREASURER PROPERTY COCO REPS 

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd 

MIA MIA - Matheson Rd 

BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd 

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd Pip Elston 

Helen Aldridge 

miamiakynetonu

c@outlook.com 

Finance Committee 

Helen Carey 

(Treas) 

Roy Gibbs 

Jenny Elston 

Church Council 

Executive 

Marge Townrow 

Dot Smith  

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892) Pip Elston, Lyn Ward, 

Helen Aldridge(alt) 

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St 

(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434) Noel Shaw Jeni Clampit Roger Baker  

Noel Shaw, Jeni 

Clampit, 

 Jay Brooks (alt) 

TYLDEN - Trentham Rd 

(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden, 

3444) 

Max 

Hinneberg 
Janet Cole Dawn Hinneberg Max Hinneberg 

Bronwyn Hewitt, Dawn 

Hinneberg 

WOODEND - 37 Forest St 

 
     

GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St 
Bev 

Gilbertson 
Colin Chapman  Paul Gilbertson 

Neil Moorhouse 

Rob Dunstan 

Colin Chapman, Keith 

Hallett, Paul Gilbertson 

 

Address label 

I suspect there are more story-tellers out there than we know about. This month I have indulged in 

sharing one of my stories, after prompts during the service at Sutton Grange. How was your week? How 

was your day? Where have you seen God in your life? What is your story? I would love you to share with 

the Partnership what is going on for you. Please help by getting any PiP additions to me before 24th 

March so I can put them into Issue #97 for April 2024 

   Robyn         zumstein@mmnet.com.au 

Macedon Ranges Partnership is part of the Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia. 


